
 
 
Call for Papers for the First Graduate Conference in Qualitative Inquiry at NIU 
 
The newly formed Qualitative Inquiry Collaborative (QUIC) at Northern Illinois University 
will host the 1st Annual Graduate Conference in Qualitative Inquiry at the Barsema Alumni and 
Visitors Center on Saturday, April 7, 2018.  
 
To support the rigorous development of qualitative inquiry in the social sciences, this daylong 
conference will provide NIU graduate students with the opportunity to present their original 
qualitative research. Presenters within individual sessions will come from a range of social 
science disciplines and will be linked by their methodological or conceptual approaches. Faculty 
discussants will be assigned to each session to further explore methodological issues in 
qualitative inquiry. 
 
QUIC is also pleased to announce the keynote speaker, Elizabeth de Freitas, Professor in the 
Education and Social Research Institute at Manchester Metropolitan University, UK. 
 
Call for Papers 
 
Please submit a 500-word abstract (excluding references) that addresses the following 
components: 
1)      Research question 
2)      Why qualitative inquiry is the most appropriate approach to address this question 
3)      The qualitative methodology being employed 
4)      The conceptual framework of this methodology 
5)      Findings and analysis. If the study is still in the proposal stage, address methods for  
         analysis and anticipated findings 
6)      Significance of the research 
 
Abstracts should be written in APA style. Graduate students who have their papers accepted for 
presentation should plan for a 14-minute presentation. While there is no conference registration 
fee, $10 is required to off-set the cost of the catered lunch. 
 
 
Deadline  
Abstracts must be submitted to the QUIC by 5pm on January 31, 2018. Please submit proposals 
electronically to QUIC@niu.edu. Presenters will receive an acceptance email by March 1, 2018. 
Additional information regarding the details of individual presentations will also be provided via 
email prior to the conference on April 6, 2018. 
 


